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lieved should be considered in the reauthorization of the pending
federal surface transportation programs. The committee's report
identifies a wide variety of options addressing port access that will be
of use to ports, all levels of government, and private industry. In
December 1991 the Congress passed and the President signed the
Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA). Several of
the options recommended in the committee's interim report were
adopted. The ISTEA, which reauthorizes the federal surface trans-
portation programs for 6 years, shifts federal transportation policies
in many important ways, some of which can benefit ports with land-
side access problems. These new opportunities are identified through-
out the report.

In February 1992 the committee completed the first phase of the
present report, which focused on general cargo ports. Since that re-
port was completed, the DOT study team has completed its visits to
bulk and neo-bulk ports. The new material has been integrated into
this report.
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